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ions, leopard and gazelle skins. Over high and broad windows
opening onto a balcony were hung wide strips of matting to
keep out the heat of the sun; but being loosely woven, these al-
lowed a free circulation of air. Gargoulehs, or jugs of porous
earth, stopd on the window-sill in a current of air which cooled
the water in them by evaporation. The rooms were bathed in
a diffused light reflected by this contrivance, so that a charm
of subdued color was added. The garden without was dry and
dusty; there stood clusters of palms, eight or a dozen growing
from one mound, their trunks almost touching at the base, first
leaning outward, then growing upright, with gray-green wiry
foliage meeting and interlacing at the top like so many bayo-
nets. The earth beneath had been worn smooth and hard. A
large tame deer and gazelles \yere wandering about, the palm
branches casting sharp lace-work shadows across their golden
buff hides and slender, pipe-stem legs. " Now come to the roof
and we'll have the fight," said .our host. " Achmed, you young
rascal, pull that small box over this way, and put the larger one
in the corner, then stop that hole with a plank; stand on this
low -division in the terrace with a stick, and mind you do not let
them get past you." The terrace was quite flat and cemented
with solid wall parapet all round, about two feet high, after the
fashion of the Algiers houses.

Captain D. then uncovered two cases and shook out from
one an enormous bellam, or palm-tree lizard, about twenty-six
inches long and of a dusty color; from the other box jumped
another lizard, the Arab name of which I do not recall, of a
dark slate color, smaller, and much more vivacious. Both of the
little animals darted about the confines of the terrace like ar-
rows, trying to get away over the wall or through a crack. Af-
ter some trouble in circumscribing the area, which gave them
too much room, they finally understood that fighting could no